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The Tanne Foundation is pleased to announce the recipients of its 2009 awards. Now in its eleventh year, the foundation's mission is to underscore the importance of supporting individual artists with unrestricted funding. This year's awards, totaling $32,000, honor the artistic achievement of four artists as well as one organization which has presented exceptional work for over 30 years. The 2009 Tanne Award recipients are:

 

Joshua Bienko, Bryan, Texas, is a painter whose art combines the style of the Flemish masters with the ironic wit of an astute social critic. His work examines our cultural landscape for signs of consumerism, conformity, and political folly. Although he often employs the traditional materials associated with drawing and painting, Bienko is among an exciting new breed of artists committed to eluding categories of media in the pursuit of ideas. His precise execution of technique is more an authentic mental exercise than a traditionally driven expression. He is an Assistant Professor at Texas A&M University.

 

Esther K. Chae, Los Angeles, California, is an actor/writer. She has numerous credits as a performer in television as well on stage at theaters such as the Yale Repertory Theatre, La Mama, Mark Taper Forum/Kirk Douglas Theatre, and P.S.122. Her most recent political solo show, So the Arrow Flies, is about a North Korean spy and the Korean-American FBI agent who pursues her. It has been featured to outstanding acclaim at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival, Ars Nova Theatre Festival (NY), the Technology, Entertainment & Design Conference, the Martin Segal Theatre Center at CUNY and the World Women's Forum (Seoul).

 

Brad Cox, Kansas City, Missouri, is a composer/arranger/musician whose musical influence ranges from liturgical chant to traditional folk music to rock and free jazz. Cox is particularly interested in the communal aspects of music making and creating unity from seemingly disparate elements. He is dedicated to forming creative collaborative relationships with musicians. He is a founder and contributing composer to The People's Liberation Big Band of Greater Kansas City. Cox is co-artistic director of the Owen/Cox Dance Group which he formed with Jennifer Owen in order to perform their original music and dance collaborations.

 

Joanne Rice, Quincy, Massachusetts, is a performance artist who has produced performances, installations and public actions since 1978 throughout theBoston area, in programs such as Eventworks at Massachusetts College of Art and Design, the Cyberarts Festival, and the Mobius International Festival of Performance Art, and at In the Context of Art/The Difference International Festival in Warsaw, Poland. A recent work that she created for trombonist Tom Plsek was performed at the International Trombone Festival in Aarhus, Denmark. Much of her recent work has been sited outdoors, including, in theBoston area, at Trinity Church, Boston Common, Boston City Hall Plaza, Boston’s Fort Point area, and at the Quincy Quarries.

 

Mobius, Inc., Boston, Massachusetts, is a nonprofit, artist-run organization, whose mission is to generate, shape, and test experimental art. Founded in 1977, Mobius is known for incorporating a wide range of the visual, performance, and media arts into innovative live performance, video, installation, and intermedia works. Creating art outside accepted frameworks and encouraging animated discourse with the public are fundamental to Mobius. Mobius Artists Group, along with collaborators and guest artists, has produced hundreds of original works acclaimed in Boston, nationally and internationally. Works of the Mobius Artists Group have been presented throughout North and South America, Europe and Asia.

 

About the Foundation
The Tanne Foundation was founded by an artist in order to enrich the artistic experience and broaden horizons for artists and audiences alike. The foundation's primary interest is in the support of individual artists. Led by a board comprised of a majority of artists, the foundation is guided by the philosophy that in the creation of art, however unrecognized or obscure the voice, the sound may be extraordinary and it is vital that it be heard.

 

Since its inception the foundation has made awards to fifty-five artists and nine organizations in recognition of outstanding achievements in a variety of fields in the visual and performing arts, including performance art, painting, poetry, music, acting, and dance. Nominations for awards are made by the trustees of the Tanne Foundation. The foundation does not accept unsolicited requests. For more information, contact Michelle Jenney at the Tanne Foundation, c/o GMA Foundations.
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